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Audit Progress
Purpose of this report
This report provides the Audit Committee with an update on progress in delivering our responsibilities as your external auditors.

Audit progress
2021/22 
Financial Statements Audit

We plan to sign off the 2021/22 financial statements audit on the 9th November 2023. An Audit Completion Report follow up letter will be shared with Committee members at the same time 
(communicating the conclusion of those matters that were marked as outstanding within the Audit Completion Report dated March 2023).

Value for Money (VFM)

We plan to issue our Auditor’s Annual Report which includes our VFM commentary by the end of November 2023. This will include our follow up of progress against the significant 
weaknesses identified as part of the 2020/21 value for money work.

 2022/23 audit
As previously reported, the Authority has published a statement in respect of the delay in the production of the 2022/23 statement of accounts. These were  published on 31 July 2023. 

At this stage, we expect to commence work in January 2024 on the accounts and VFM reporting. However, if this timeframe changes, we will discuss with management. 
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National publications
Publication/update Key points

Publications

1 NAO report – Investigation into the homes for Ukraine 
scheme

The NAO has published its investigation into the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 
The UK government launched the Homes for Ukraine scheme (the scheme) on 14 March 2022, following the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022. The scheme enables people in the UK to act as sponsors for Ukrainian nationals and their families 
seeking refuge from the war, with individuals being granted three-year visas to stay in the UK, with full access to public services, 
benefits, and other support.

2 NAO insight - Financial management in government: 
strategic planning and budgeting

The NAO has published a good practice guide in financial management/
The guide is aimed at senior finance leaders in government departments and other public bodies. It sets out the first stage in the 
financial management lifecycle: strategic planning and budgeting.

3 NAO report - Approaches to achieving net zero across the 
UK

The NAO has published it’s report on Approaches to achieving net zero across the UK. 
This report is a joint piece of work between the public audit offices of the four UK nations – Audit Scotland, Audit Wales, NAO 
and Northern Ireland Audit Office – and has been produced with engagement from each respective government or 
administration. It sets out the UK and devolved governments’ legislation, policy, strategy, governance and monitoring 
arrangements, relevant to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions.



NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS
Publications
1. NAO Report – Investigation into the Homes for Ukraine Scheme

The NAO has published its investigation into the Homes for Ukraine scheme. The UK government launched the Homes for Ukraine scheme (the scheme) on 14 March 2022, following the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. The scheme enables people in the UK to act as sponsors for Ukrainian nationals and their families seeking refuge from the war, with 
individuals being granted three-year visas to stay in the UK, with full access to public services, benefits, and other support.

Any adult is able to act as a sponsor providing they pass eligibility checks conducted by the Home Office and local authorities. Sponsors must commit to hosting for a minimum of six 
months and can claim thank you payments from government for providing suitable accommodation for Ukrainians to live in of £350 per month for the first 12 months, and then £500 for the 
next 12 months. In addition, the local authority where the sponsor is based receives a one-off payment of £10,500 per arrival (reduced to £5,900 for all arrivals after 31 December 2022) to 
help with support and integration needs.

The scheme is jointly run by the Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities (DLUHC) and the Home Office, who established a joint taskforce in March 2022. The Home Office 
primarily leads on operational matters relating to the processing of visas and checks on the suitability of the sponsor. DLUHC leads on all aspects of the scheme from the point of arrival of 
Ukrainians into the UK, working closely with local authorities and devolved governments.

Scope of the report

The first people to arrive in the UK under the scheme are now halfway through their permitted stay, and the emergency phase of the UK government’s response to the Ukraine refugee 
crisis has come to a close. This report aims to increase transparency by taking stock of what has been achieved to date, for what cost, and what can be learned. The report sets out:

• how the scheme was set up at speed and the scheme objectives

• arrival numbers and the checks conducted on applicants and sponsors

• the funding provided

• challenges and future risks with the scheme

This investigation does not seek to examine and report on the value for money of the scheme.

https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/investigation-into-the-homes-for-ukraine-scheme/

https://www.croydon.gov.uk/council-and-elections/budgets-and-spending/reports-and-reviews/report-public-interest-fairfield-halls
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Publications continued
2. NAO insight - Financial management in government: strategic planning and budgeting

The NAO has published a good practice guide in financial management aimed at senior finance leaders in government departments and other public bodies. It sets out the first stage in the 
financial management lifecycle: strategic planning and budgeting. Planning in a strategic and realistic way gives organisations the best chance to thrive – to help inform trade-offs and 
operate in an effective and efficient way.

The guide outlines how finance leaders can plan strategically and realistically to:

• Align strategy and planning

• Make planning inclusive

• Plan dynamically

• Address optimism bias

• Deal with risk and uncertainty

The insights have been drawn from NAO reports, the experiences of NAO audit teams, and the thoughts of a range of senior finance decision-makers.

Financial management in government: strategic planning and budgeting - NAO insight

https://www.nao.org.uk/insights/financial-management-strategic-planning-and-budgeting/
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Publications continued
3. NAO report - Approaches to achieving net zero across the UK

The NAO has published a report – Approaches to achieving net zero across the UK. This report is a joint piece of work between the public audit offices of the four UK nations – Audit 
Scotland, Audit Wales, NAO and Northern Ireland Audit Office – and has been produced with engagement from each respective government or administration. It sets out the UK and 
devolved governments’ legislation, policy, strategy, governance and monitoring arrangements, relevant to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions.

This work has several aims:

• To set out how the responsibilities and powers for achieving the net zero target are split between the UK government and each of the devolved governments.

• To provide insight and stimulate public discussion on each UK nation’s overall approach to achieving net zero.

• To support the scrutiny of governments’ arrangements to achieve net zero.

• To lay the foundations for potential further work on climate change by the UK’s public audit offices.

The report include the following key themes:

• The four nations have different emissions profiles and varied approaches to achieving net zero, but the choices they make must ultimately deliver net zero at the UK level.

• Given the different net zero targets, carbon budgets and policies across the nations, there will be opportunities for the governments to learn from each other.

• Achieving net zero in any one nation depends on UK-level action, and vice versa.

• Effective working relationships and close engagement between the UK and devolved governments will be vital to achieving the overall aim of net zero.

https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/approaches-to-achieving-net-zero-across-the-uk/

https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/approaches-to-achieving-net-zero-across-the-uk/


Mazars

Mazars is an internationally integrated partnership, specialising in audit, accountancy, advisory, tax 
and legal services*. Operating in over 90 countries and territories around the world, we draw on the 
expertise of 40,400 professionals – 24,400 in Mazars’ integrated partnership and 16,000 via the 
Mazars North America Alliance – to assist clients of all sizes at every stage in their development.

*where permitted under applicable country laws.

www.mazars.com

Partner: Karen Murray

Mobile: 07721 234043 

Email:  karen.murray@mazars.co.uk

LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/company/Mazars
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/MazarsGroup
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/MazarsGroup
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/MazarsGroup
WeChat:
ID: Mazars

Contact Follow us:

Audit Manager: Dawn Watson

Mobile: 07580 602848

Email:  dawn.watson@mazars.co.uk
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